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High-throughput screening
A microplate imaging system that can
read any plate format up to 3456 wells,
with linearity up to 4.5 OD, will help
increase speed and flexibility in high-
throughput screening techniques. 
Bio-Rad’s new Ultramark microplate
reader can operate as an imager, as well
as carrying out normal point readings,
giving capabilities for cell screening,
colony picking and colorimetric assays.
With scan times of six seconds for a
single wavelength 96-well plate, drug
candidate screening can be speeded up
even further by linking the Ultramark
to a robotics system.
Circle number 2 on reader response card.
Washing well
TECAN’s Columbus and 96 PW
microplate washers have innovative
features that provide reliable and
reproducible wash results. The
Columbus is ideal for clinical or
diagnostic laboratories that want to
perform different tests in the same
microplate. Uniquely, the washer has a
fill verification option which monitors
liquid displacement as well as
aspiration of every single well during
overflow wash steps. There is also a
liquid sensor system available as an
option that monitors the liquid level of
waste, wash buffer and rinse solutions.
Circle number 3 on reader response card.
In Brief
1999 London Laboratory Show
The new look Laboratory Show (25–27
May 1999, Olympia, London), organised by
Touchstone Exhibitions and
Conferences, will give visitors a
concentrated programme of professional
development opportunities. Prominent
speakers and experienced application
specialists will provide hands-on and face-to-
face training in a range of master-classes and
workshops, seminars and discussions. Every
visitor will take away information to help them
improve standards in their laboratory and
advance their professional standing.
Circle number 4 on reader response card.
Automated SPE
Speedy from Zinsser Analytic is an
automated system for solid phase extraction
and purification using a 96-well format. The
system is now fully automated with the
installation of a handler tool. Centred around
MicroluteTM extraction blocks it is capable of
handling up to 10 blocks simultaneously. This
makes Speedy ideal for HTS, purification and
extraction in combinatorial chemistry. With
four independent probes, Speedy
automatically conditions the sorbent and
adds the sample and wash reagents using
vacuum and/or positive pressure.
Circle number 5 on reader response card.
Bioinformatics software
Incyte Pharmaceuticals, Inc. has
announced the release of LifeToolsTM 2.0
enterprise genomics management software,
which provides an integrated, secure
bioinformatics platform for supporting and
executing genomics research programs.
Scientists and project leaders in
pharmaceutical and biotechnology fields can
deploy LifeTools to automate genomic data
investigations, manage project data, examine
data from multiple sources and analyze
sequences with a variety of search tools 
and algorithms.
Circle number 6 on reader response card.
3-D visualisation module
Structural studies in materials and
semiconductor applications using standard
optical microscopes enter a new dimension
with the announcement of a 3-D visualisation
module for Auto-Montage, the depth of
field extension software from Syncroscopy.
Auto-Montage is used to correct for
inadequacies in the depth of field in optical
microscopy by taking a series of images at
different focal planes and automatically
combining the in-focus part from each image
to form a totally focused composite image to
be viewed as a 3-D model.
Circle number 7 on reader response card.
Spurred on by the development of new
fluorochromes, fluorescence
microscopy has diversified to fulfil a
variety of research requirements in
many medical and biological fields.
With the BX Series, Olympus has
introduced new refinements to provide
a solution to the problems caused by
the inhomogeneity of image brightness
in fluorescence microscopy. The
infinity-corrected UIS objectives are
designed to eliminate optical
aberrations and deliver high resolution
and contrast. This is combined with
improvements in the near ultraviolet
transmission and vertical illuminator to
provide consistently sharp images. The
unique Y-shape frame of the BX series
provides a stable support for the
attachment of accessories, such as
CCD or other highly sensitive cameras.
Images can also be captured for
documentation using the state-of-the-
art PM30 and PM20 Systems. The new
FL Auto mode automatically measures
and corrects exposure to precisely
adjust for the exacting conditions of
fluorescence photomicrography.
Circle number 1 on reader response card.
Enhanced fluorescence microscopy
